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Daryl R. Van Tongeren 
Curriculum Vitae 

 
Contact Information 

       
Hope College 

Department of Psychology 
Schaap Science Center 1169 

35 East 12th Street 
Holland, MI 49423-3605 

darylvantongeren@gmail.com 
 

Education 
 
Ph.D. (2011)  Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond VA 
  Experimental (Social) Psychology  Dissertation Chair: Jeffrey D. Green 
M.A. (2006) University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, CO 
  Experimental Psychology   Thesis Chair: Kelli J. Klebe 
B.A. (2004) Colorado Christian University, Lakewood, CO 
  Psychology (Summa Cum Laude)  Senior Thesis Chair: Cherri Parks 
  

Academic Positions 
 
2012 –  Assistant Professor of Psychology  Hope College 
2011 – 2012 Postdoctoral Fellow    Virginia Commonwealth University 
2006 – 2011 Graduate Teaching Assistant   Virginia Commonwealth University 
2004 – 2006 Laboratory Instructor     University of Colorado, Colorado Springs 
   

Grants, Awards, and Honors 
 
External Research Grants 
 
Under  The John Templeton Foundation, Causes and Consequences of Religious 
Review   Deconversion. (PI). $216,991 requested. Full Proposal under review.  
 
Under  The John Templeton Foundation, Acts of God?: Religious Cognition and Attribution in  
Review   the Wake of Natural Disasters. (Co-PI). $943,600 requested. Invited to submit Full  
                        Proposal.  
 
2016-2019 The John Templeton Foundation, Developing Humility in Leadership (#60622). (Co-I 

with PI Peter Hill). $1,895,048.  
 
2015-2018 The John Templeton Foundation (#44040), Earth as School: Finding Meaning, Relating 

to God, and Experiencing Growth After a Natural Disaster. (Co-I with PI Jamie Aten), 
$1,887,209. 
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2014-2016 The John Templeton Foundation (#48321), Behavioral Measures of Humility in Couples 
(Co-I with PI Don E. Davis), $246,248.  

 
2014-2016 The John Templeton Foundation, A Church-Based Humility Intervention (Consultant 

with PIs Andrew Cuthbert and Ward Davis), $22,000. 
 
2013-2015 The John Templeton Foundation (#40136), Making and Defending Meaning:   
  Understanding and Reducing Tension between Scientific and Religious Meaning Systems  
  (PI), $79,902. 
 
Internal Research Grants 
 
2017-2018 Nyenhuis Faculty-Student Collaborative Grant, Finding God in the Storm: How Disasters 

Affect Meaning in Life and Relation to God (PI), $3,200.  
 
2016-2017 Frost Center for Social Science Research, The Flourishing Project (PI), $1,000.  
 
2015-2019 Towsley Research Scholar Fellowship, The Role of Virtues in the Social Motivation for 

Meaning (PI), $16,000. 
 
2014-2015 Frost Center for Social Science Research, Advancing an Understanding of Beliefs about 

Evolution (PI), $2,000.  
 
2013-2014 Frost Center for Social Science Research, Preliminary Studies on the Role of Meaning in 

Scientific and Religious Worldviews (PI), $1,000.  
 
Course Development Grant 
 
2017-2018 Global Religion Research Initiative Grant, Psychology of World Religions Course and 

Electronic Resources, (Team Member), $5,000.  
 
 
Awards and Honors 
 
2017 SPSP Teacher/Scholar Travel Award (with $500 travel stipend) 
2016 Association for Psychological Science (APS) Rising Star 
2015-2019 Towsley Research Scholar Fellowship (including pre-tenure sabbatical), Hope College 
2014 Social Sciences Young Investigators Award, Hope College 
2011 Outstanding Graduate Student Teaching Award, VCU 
2010 Outstanding Social Psychology Graduate Student, VCU 
2010 Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP) Student Travel Award 
2008 Student Research Award, CAPS-East 
2008 Student Research Award (Runner-up), Society for Southeastern Social Psychologists  
2006 Student Research Award, Rocky Mountain Psychological Association 
2005-2006  Graduate Fellowship, UCCS 
2004 Most Outstanding Senior for the School of Humanities and Sciences, CCU   
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Faculty-Sponsored Student Research Awards 
 
2017 Psi Chi Regional Research Award—Faculty Sponsor (2017 MPA Convention) 
2016 Psi Chi Regional Research Award—Faculty Sponsor (2016 MPA Convention) 
 
 

Publications 
 

Total publications: N = 120 (99 peer-reviewed) 
First-author publications: 30 (26 peer-reviewed)  

Google scholar information (as of October 2017): 1,353 citations; h-index = 21; i10 index = 42 
 
*Indicates current or former undergraduate student co-author 
 
Book (n = 1) 
 
Van Tongeren, D. R., & Van Tongeren, S. A. (under contract). Meaning and suffering. Philadelphia: 

Templeton Foundation Press. Anticipated completion date: July, 2018. 
 
 
In press (n = 25) 
 
120. Aten, J. D., Schruba, A., Entwistle, D. N., Davis, E. B., Ranter, J., Hwang, J., Hook, J. N., 

Wang, D. C., Davis, D. E., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (in press). Faith and disaster mental 
health: Empirical, theological, and psychological perspectives. In H. Gingrich & F. Gingrich 
(Eds.). Christian Trauma Care. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 

119. Bloch, J. H., Farrell, J. E., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Penberthy, J. K., & Davis, D. E. 
(in press). The effectiveness of a meditation course on mindfulness on meaning in life. 
Spirituality in Clinical Practice.   

118. Brandt, M. J., Crawford, J. T., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (in press). Worldview conflict in daily 
life. Social Psychological and Personality Science.  

117. Curtis, J. B., Aten, J. D., Smith, W., Davis, E. B., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. 
R., Shannonhouse, L., DeBlaere, C., Ranter, J., & Cuthbert, A. D. (in press). Collaboration 
between clergy and mental health professionals in postdisaster contexts: Lessons from the 
Upper Big Branch mine disaster.  

116. Davis, D. E., McElroy, S., Rice, K., Choe, E., Westbrook, C. Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., 
DeBlaere, C., Hill, P., & Worthington, E. L., Jr. (in press). Is modesty a subdomain of 
humility? The Journal of Positive Psychology. 

115. Dwiwardani, C., Ord, A.S., Fennell, M., Eaves, D., Ripley, J.S., Perkins, A., Sells, J., 
Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Garthe, R. C., Reid, C. A., & Van 
Tongeren, D. R.  (in press). Spelling HUMBLE with U and ME: The role of humility in 
romantic relationships. The Journal of Positive Psychology. 

•  • Press coverage: Greater Good 
114. Farrell, J. E., Hook, J. N., Zhang, H., Mosher, D., Aten, J. D., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Davis, 

D. E. (in press). Religious attitudes and behaviors toward individuals who believe 
differently: An exploratory qualitative study. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality.  

113. Haynes, W. C., Van Tongeren, D. R., Aten, J., Davis, E. B., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Boan, 
D., & Johnson, T. (in press). The meaning as a buffer hypothesis: Spiritual meaning 
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attenuates the effect of disaster exposure on posttraumatic stress. Psychology of Religion 
and Spirituality. 

112. Hook, J. N., Farrell, J. E., Ramos, M., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Grubbs, J. (in 
press). Religiousness and congruence between sexual values and behaviors. Journal of 
Psychology and Christianity. 

111. Luchies, L. B., Finkel, E. J., Coy, A. E., Reid, C. A., Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, J. L., & 
Green, J. D. (in press). People feel worse about their forgiveness when mismatches 
between forgiveness and amends create adaptation risks. Journal of Social and Personal 
Relationships. 

110. Ranter, J. M., Hook, J. N., Captari, L. E., Aten, J. D., Davis, D. E., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (in 
press). Replanted: Offering support for adoptive and foster care families. Journal of 
Psychology and Theology.  

109. Reid, C. A. Worthington, E. L. Jr., Garthe, R. C., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. 
R., & Griffin, B. G. (in press). Actor-partner interdependence of humility and relationship 
quality among couples. The Journal of Positive Psychology. 

108. Ripley, J.S., Garthe, R.C., Perkins, A., Worthington, E.L., Jr., Davis, D.E., Hook, J.N., Reid, C., 
Van Tongeren, D. R., Dwiwardani, C., Ord, A., Fennell, M., & Eaves, D.  (in press). 
Perceived partner humility predicts subjective stress during transition to parenthood.  
Couple and Family Psychology: Research and Practice.   

107. Rodriguez, D., Hook, J. N., Farrell, J. E., Mosher, D. K., Zhang, H., Van Tongeren, D. R., 
Davis, D. E., Aten, J. D., & Hill, P. C. (in press). Religious intellectual humility, attitude 
change, and relationship functioning following religious disagreement. Journal of Positive 
Psychology. 

106. Toussaint, L., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N. Berry, J. W., 
Brownstein, E., Warner, S., Boleen, K., Shivy, V. A., Justice, J. L. H., Miller, A. J., & 
Davis, D. E. (in press). Forgiveness working: Forgiveness, Health, and Productivity in the 
workplace. American Journal of Health Promotion. 

105. Van Tongeren, D. R. (in press). The importance of meaning in the relationship between religion 
and death. Religion, Brain, and Behavior. 

104. Van Tongeren, D. R. & Burnette, J. L. (in press). Do you believe happiness can change? Effects 
of happiness mindsets on well-being and satisfaction. The Journal of Positive Psychology.  

103. Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Rowatt, W., & Worthington, E. L., Jr. (in 
press). Religious differences in reporting and expressing humility. Psychology of Religion 
and Spirituality. 

102. Van Tongeren, D. R., DeWall, C. N., Green, J. D., Cairo, A. H., Davis, D. E., & Hook, J. N. (in 
press). Self-regulation facilitates meaning in life. Review of General Psychology 

101. Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (in press). Meaning and death-thought accessibility. 
British Journal of Social Psychology. 

100. Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., Ramos, M. J., *Edwards, M., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, 
D. E., Ruiz, J. M., Reid, C. A., Garthe, R. C., Nonterah, C. W., Cowden, R. G., Opare-
Henaku, A., Connelly, R., Omoruyi, O., Nkomo, T. S., Osae-Larbi, J. A. (in press). The 
complementarity of humility hypothesis: Individual, relational, and physiological effects of 
mutually humble partners. The Journal of Positive Psychology.  

99. Van Tongeren, D. R., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Reid, C. A., & Garthe, 
R. C. (in press). Positive religious coping in relationships predicts spiritual growth through 
communication with the sacred. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality. 

98. Westbrook, C. J., Davis, D. E., McElroy, S. E., Brubaker, K., Choe, E., Karaga, S., Dooley, M., 
O’Bryant, B. L., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Hook, J. N. (in press). Trait sources of spirituality 
scale: Assessing trait spirituality more inclusively. Measurement and Evaluation in 
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Counseling and Development. 
97. Worthington, E. L., Jr., Goldstein, L., Cork, B., Griffin, B. J., Garthe, R., Lavelock, C. R., Davis, 

D. E., Hook, J. N., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (in press). Humility: A qualitative review. In L. 
Edwards and S. Marques (Eds.) (S. Lopez, Gen. Ed.), The Oxford handbook of positive 
psychology, 3rd Ed. (pp. ). New York: Oxford University Press and Oxford Handbooks 
Online, www.oxfordhandbooks.com. 

96. Zhang, H., Hook, J. N., Farrell, J. E., Mosher, D. K., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Davis, D. E. (in 
press). The effect of ideological homogeneity on religious belonging and meaning: The role 
of intellectual humility. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality. 

  
  
2017 (n = 10) 
  
95. Brandt, M. J., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2017). People both high and low in religious 

fundamentalism are prejudiced toward dissimilar groups. Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology, 112, 76-97. 

•  • Press coverage: British Psychological Society, Politico 
94. Davis, D. E., McElroy, S., Choe, E., Westbrook, C., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., & 

Sandage, S. (2017). Development of the experiences of spirituality scale. Journal of 
Psychology and Theology, 45, 3-17. 

93. Green, J. D., Van Tongeren, D. R., Cairo, A. H., & Hagiwara, N. (2017). Heroism and the 
pursuit of meaning. In S. Allison, R. Kramer, & G. Goethals (Eds.), Handbook of Heroism 
and Heroic Leadership (pp 507-524). New York: Routledge/Taylor & Francis.  

92. Hook, J. N., Farrell, J. E., Johnson, K. A., Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., & Aten, J. D. 
(2017). Intellectual humility and religious tolerance. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 
12, 29-35. 

91. Massengale, M., Davis, D. E., DeBlaere, C., Zelaya, C., Shannonhouse, C., Van Tongeren, D. 
R., Hook J. N., & Aten, J. D. (2017). Attachment avoidance to God exacerbates the negative 
effect of tangible resource loss on psychological resource loss. Mental Health, Religion, and 
Culture, 20, 489-501. 

90. Root Luna, L. M., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Witvliet, C. V. O. (2017). Virtue, positive 
psychology, and religion: Consideration of an overarching virtue and an underpinning 
mechanism. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 9, 299-302. 

89. *Peterson, S. J., Van Tongeren, D. R., Womack, S. D., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., & Griffin, B. 
J. (2017). The benefits of self-forgiveness on mental health: Evidence from correlational and 
experimental research. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 12, 159-168.  

88. Van Tongeren, D. R., Hill, P. C., Krause, N., Ironson, G. H., & Pargament, K. I. (2017). The 
mediating role of meaning in the association between stress and health. Annals of 
Behavioral Medicine, 51, 775-781.  

87. Van Tongeren, D. R., & Myers, D. G. (2017). A social psychological perspective on humility. 
In E. L. Worthington, Jr., Davis, D. E., & Hook, J. N. (Ed.), Handbook of humility (pp.150-
164). New York: Routledge. 

86. Van Tongeren, D. R., Pennington, A., McIntosh, D. N., Newton, A. T., Green, J. D., Davis, D. 
E., & Hook, J. N. (2017). Where, o death, is thy sting?: The meaning-providing function of 
beliefs in literal immortality. Mental Health, Religion, and Culture, 20, 413-427. 
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2016 (n = 23) 
  
85. Ajibade, O., Hook, J. N., Utsey, S. O., Davis, D. E., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2016). Racial 

identity, religious commitment, and well-being in African Americans. Journal of Black 
Psychology, 42, 244-258. 

84. Choe, E., Davis, D. E., McElroy, S. E., Westbrook, C. J., van Nuenen, M., Van Tongeren, D. 
R., & Hook, J. N. (2016). Relational spirituality and offenses committed by religious 
leaders. International Journal for the Psychology of Religion, 26, 46-60.  

83. Davis, D. E., DeBlaere, C. Brubaker, K., Owen, J., Jordan, T. Hook, J. N., & Van Tongeren, D. 
R. (2016). Microaggressions and perceptions of cultural humility in counseling. Journal of 
Counseling and Development, 94, 483-493. 

82. Davis, D. E., Meyers, J., Wade, N., Varjas, K., Gifford, A., Quinn, A., Hook, J. N., Van 
Tongeren, D. R., Griffin, B. J., & Worthington, E. L., Jr. (2016). Thankful for the little 
things: A meta-analysis of gratitude interventions. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 63, 
20-31. 

81. Davis, D. E., Rice, K. G., McElroy, S., DeBlaere, C., Choe, E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. 
N. (2016). Distinguishing intellectual humility and general humility. The Journal of Positive 
Psychology, 11, 215-224. 

80. Davis, D. E., Rice, K., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., DeBlaere, & Worthington, E. L., Jr. 
(2016). The moral foundations hypothesis does not replicate well in Black samples. Journal 
of Personality and Social Psychology, 110, e23-e30. 

79. Davis, D. E., Yang, X., DeBlaere, C., McElroy, S. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., & 
Worthington, E. L., Jr. (2016). The injustice gap. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 8, 
175-184. 

78. Davis, E. B., Cuthbert, A. D., Hays, L. W., Aten, J. D., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., 
Davis, D. E., & Boan, D. (2016). Using qualitative and mixed methods to study relational 
spirituality. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 8, 92-98.  

77. Griffin, B. J., Moloney, J. M., Green, J. D., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Cork, B., Tangney, J. P., 
Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N. (2016). Perpetrators' reactions to perceived 
interpersonal wrongdoing: The associations of guilt and shame with forgiving, punishing, 
and excusing oneself. Self and Identity, 15, 650-661. 

76. Hook, J. N., Farrell, J. E., Davis, D. E., DeBlaere, C., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Utsey, S. O. 
(2016). Cultural humility and racial microaggressions in counseling. Journal of Counseling 
Psychology, 63, 269-277. 

75. Hook, J. N., Watkins, C. E., Davis, D. E., Owens, J. Van Tongeren, D. R., Ramos, M. J. (2016). 
Cultural humility in psychotherapy supervision. American Journal of Psychotherapy, 70, 
149-166. 

74. Jennings, D. J. II., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., 
Gartner, A. L., & Greer, C. L. (2016). The transgressor’s response to denied forgiveness. 
Journal of Psychology and Theology, 44, 16-27. 

73. Johnson, K. A., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Sandage, S. J., & Crabtree, S. 
A. (2016). Moral foundation priorities reflect U.S. Christians’ individual differences in 
religiosity. Personality and Individual Differences, 100, 56-61. 

72. Lafrenière, M. K., Sedikides, C., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Davis, J. L. (2016). On the perceived 
intentionality of self-enhancement. Journal of Social Psychology, 156, 28-42. 

71. McElroy, S. E., Choe, E., Westbrook, C., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., 
Placeres, V., & Espinoza, T. (2016). Relational spirituality and forgiveness of intergroup 
forgiveness. Journal of Psychology and Theology, 44, 190-200. 

70. Nonterah, C., Garthe, R. C., Reid, C. A., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Van 
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Tongeren, D. R., & Griffin, B. J. (2016). The impact of stress on fluctuations in relational 
humility as couples transition to parenthood. Personality and Individual Differences, 101, 
276-281.  

69. Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., & Johnson, K. A. (2016). Security versus 
growth: Existential tradeoffs of various religious perspectives. Psychology of Religion and 
Spirituality, 8, 77-88.  

68. Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., & Hulsey, T. L. (2016). 
Prosociality enhances meaning in life. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 11, 225-236.  

•  • Press coverage: New York Magazine, Greater Good 
67. Van Tongeren, D. R., *Hakim, S., Hook, J. N., Johnson, K. A., Green, J. D., Hulsey, T. L., & 

Davis, D. E. (2016). Toward an understanding of religious tolerance: Quest religiousness 
and positive attitudes toward religiously dissimilar others. The International Journal for the 
Psychology of Religion, 26, 212-224. 

66. Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Aten, J., & Davis, E. B. (2016). Ebola as an 
existential threat? Experimentally primed Ebola reminders intensify national security-based 
concerns among extrinsically religious individuals. Journal of Psychology and Theology, 
44, 133-141. 

65. Van Tongeren, D. R., *Newbound, H., & *Johnson, E. (2016). The interactive effects of 
religiosity and priming religion following recall of a values violation. Sexual Addiction and 
Compulsivity, 23, 211-224.  

64. Van Tongeren, D. R., *Stafford, J., Hook, J. N., Green, J. D., Davis, D. E., & Johnson, K. A. 
(2016). Humility attenuates negative attitudes and behaviors toward religious outgroup 
members. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 11, 199-208. 

63. Wang, D. C., Aten, J. D., Boan, D., W., J., Griff, K. P., Valcin, V., Davis, E. B., Hook. J. N., 
Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Abouezzeddine, T., Sklar, Q., & Wang, A. (in press). 
Culturally adapted cognitive behavioral therapy for child survivors of Restavek. Spirituality 
in Clinical Practice, 3, 224-236. 

  
  
2015 (n = 14) 
  
62. Bassett, J., Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Sonntag, M. E., & Kilpatrick, H. (2015). The 

interactive effects of mortality salience and political orientation on moral judgments. British 
Journal of Social Psychology, 54, 306-323. 

61. Davis, D. E., DeBlaere, Hook, J. N., Burnette, J. L., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Worthington, E. 
L., Jr. (2015). Intergroup forgiveness of race-related offenses. Journal of Counseling 
Psychology, 62, 402-412. 

60. Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., DeBlaere, C., Rice, K. G., Worthington, E.,L., 
Jr. (2015). Making a decision to forgive. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 62, 280-288.  

59. Davis, D. E., Ho, M. Y., Griffin, B. J., Bell, C., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., 
Worthington, E. L., Jr., DeBlaere, C., & Westbrook, C. J. (2015). Forgiving the self and 
physical and mental health correlates: A meta-analytic review. Journal of Counseling 
Psychology, 62, 329-335.  

58. Davis, D. E., Rice, K., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., DeBlaere, C., Choe, E., & 
Worthington, E. L., Jr. (2015). Development of the sources of spirituality scale. Journal of 
Counseling Psychology, 62, 503-513.  

57. Farrell, J. E., Hook, J. N., Ramos, M., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Ruiz, J. M. (2015). 
Humility and relationship outcomes in couples: The mediating role of commitment. Couple 
and Family Psychology, 4, 14-26.  
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•  • Press Coverage: Chicago Tribune, Huffington Post, UK daily mail, Houston Chronicle 
56. Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2015). Shifting social motives and religious 

expression in a globalized world. Religion, Brain, and Behavior, 5, 235-237.  
55. Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hill, P. C., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Farrell, J. 

E., & Dieke, P. (2015). Intellectual humility and forgiveness of religious leaders. The 
Journal of Positive Psychology, 6, 499-506. 

54. Hook, J. N., Farrell, J. E., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Griffin, B. J., Grubbs, J., 
Penberthy, J. K., & Bedics, J. D. (2015). Self-forgiveness and hypersexual behavior. Sexual 
Addiction and Compulsivity. 

53. Hook, J. N., Ramos, M., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Utsey, S., Coy, A. Davis, D. E., Van 
Tongeren, D. R.,  Gartner, A. L., Jennings, D. J., II., Dueck, A. (2015). Negative internal 
causal attributions of a specific offense and forgiveness. Personal Relationships, 22, 449-
459.  

52. Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Davis, J. L., & Ramos, M. (2015). 
Forgiveness increases meaning in life. Social Psychological and Personality Science, 6, 47-
55.  

51. Van Tongeren, D. R., Root Luna, L., & Witvliet, C.V.O. (2015). Insufficient justification for 
exclusion prompts compensatory behavior. Journal of Social Psychology, 155, 527-534.   

50. Witvliet, C.V.O., Van Tongeren, D.R., Root-Luna, L. (2015). Measuring forgiveness in health-
related contexts. In Loren Toussaint, Everett Worthington, Jr., and David R. Williams (Eds.) 
Forgiveness and Health: Scientific Evidence and Theories Relating Forgiveness to Better 
Health (pp. 43-58). New York: Springer. 

49. Zhang, H., Farrell, J. E., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Johnson, K. A. 
(2015). Intellectual humility and forgiveness of religious conflict. Journal of Psychology 
and Theology, 43, 255-262. 

  
  
2014 (n = 14) 
  
48. Bell, C., Woodruff, E., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., & Worthington, E. L., 

Jr. (2014). Community sanctification of forgiveness. Journal of Psychology and Theology, 
42, 243-251. 

47. Burnette, J. L., Davisson, E. K., Finkel, E. J., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hui, C. M., & Hoyle, R. 
(2014). Self-control and forgiveness: A meta-analytic review. Social Psychological and 
Personality Science, 5, 442-449. 

46. Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., Davis, E. B., & Worthington, E. L., Jr. (2014). 
Relational spirituality and forgiveness: Appraisals that may hinder forgiveness. Psychology 
of Religion and Spirituality, 6, 102-112 

45. *Dorn, K., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Worthington, E. L., Jr. (2014). 
Behavioral methods of assessing forgiveness. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 9, 75-80. 

44. Greer, C. L., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Van Tongeren, D. R., Gartner, A. L., Jennings, D. J. II, 
Lavelock, C., Greer, T. W., & Ho, M. Y. (2014). Forgiveness of in-group offenders in 
Christian congregations. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 6, 150-161.  

43. Lavelock, C. R., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Griffin, B. J., Reid, C. A., Hook, J. N., & 
Van Tongeren, D. R.. (2014). The quiet virtue speaks: An intervention to promote 
humility. Journal of Psychology and Theology, 42, 99-110.  

42. McElroy, S., Rice, K., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Hill, P. C., Worthington E., L., Jr., & Van 
Tongeren, D. R. (2014). Intellectual humility and religious leadership. Journal of 
Psychology and Theology, 42, 19-30. 
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41. Van Tongeren, D. R., Burnette, J. L., O’ Boyle, E., Worthington, E. L., & Forsyth, D. (2014). A 
meta-analysis of intergroup forgiveness. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 9, 81-95. 

•  • Press coverage: Iowa Now  
40. Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., & Hook, J. N. (2014). Social benefits of humility: Initiating 

and maintaining romantic relationships. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 9, 313-321. 
•  • Press coverage: Chicago Tribune, British Psychological Society,  Health.com, UK daily mail, 

Quartz.com, Newswise.com, Examiner.com, Men’s Health 
39. Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Hulsey, T. L., Legare, C. H., Bromley, D. G., & Houtman, 

A. M. (2014). A meaning-based approach to humility: Relationship affirmation reduces 
cultural worldview defense. Journal of Psychology and Theology, 42, 62-69. 

38. Woodruff, E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., McElroy, S., & Hook, J. N. (2014). Humility 
and religion: Benefits, difficulties, and a model of religious tolerance. Chapter for C. Kim-
Prieto (Ed.), Positive Psychology of Religion and Spirituality Across Cultures (pp. 271-286). 
New York: Springer. 

37. Worthington, E. L., Jr., Lavelock, C., Van Tongeren, D. R., Burnette, J. L., & Jordan, K. 
(2014). A forgiveness mini-revolution: Review of a historical and scientific movement. In J. 
Harold Ellens (Ed.), Winning revolutions: The psychology of successful revolts for freedom, 
fairness, and rights—Volume I. The psycho-social dynamics of revolution: Religious revolts 
(pp. 163-181). Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO (Praeger). 

36. Worthington, E. L., Jr., Lavelock, C., Van Tongeren, D. R., Witvliet, C. V. O., Griffin, B. J., 
Greer, C. L., Jennings, D. J. II., Lin, Y., Jordan, K., & Ho., M. Y. (in press). The 
contributions of Christian perspectives and practices to positive psychology. Chapter for C. 
Kim-Prieto (Ed.), Positive Psychology of Religion and Spirituality Across Cultures (pp. 47-
70). New York: Springer. 

35. Worthington, E. L., Jr., Lavelock, C., Van Tongeren, D. R., Jennings, D. J., II, Gartner, A. L., 
Davis, D. E., & Hook, J. N. (2014). Virtue and positive psychology. In K. Tempe & C. A. 
Boyd (Eds.), Virtues and their vices (pp. 433-458). New York: Oxford University Press. 

  
  
2013 (n = 6) 
  
34. Davis, D. E., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Hook, J. N., Emmons, R. A., Hill, P. C., Bollinger, R. A., 

& Van Tongeren, D. R. (2013). Humility and the development and repair of social bonds: 
Two longitudinal studies. Self and Identity, 12, 58-77. 

33. Green, J. D., Davis, J. L., Luchies, L. B., Coy, A. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Reid, C. R., & 
Finkel, E. J. (2013). Victims versus perpetrators: Affective and empathic forecasting 
regarding transgressions in romantic relationships. Journal of Experimental Social 
Psychology, 49, 329-333. 

32. Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Davis, D. E.. Worthington, E. L. Jr., & Reid, C. A. (2013). 
Till death do us part: Terror management and forgiveness in close relationships. Personal 
Relationships, 20, 755-768. 

31. Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., & Davis, D. E. (2013). Defensive religion as a source of 
meaning in life: A dual mediational model. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 5, 227-
232.  

30. Van Tongeren, D. R., McIntosh, D. N., Raad, J., & Pae, J. (2013). The existential function of 
intrinsic religiousness: Moderation of effects of priming religion on intercultural tolerance 
and afterlife anxiety. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 52, 508-523.  

29. Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Gartner, A. L., 
Jennings, D. J. II., Greer, C. L., & Lin, Y. (2013). Religion and spirituality and forgiveness. 
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Chapter for R. F. Paloutzian & C. L. Park (Eds.), Handbook of religion and spirituality, 2nd 
ed (pp.476-497). New York: Guilford Press. 

  
  
2012 (n = 11) 
  
28. Burnette, J. L., McCullough, M. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Davis, D. E. (2012). Forgiveness 

results from integrating information about relationship value and exploitation risk. 
Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 38, 345-356.  

27. Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Gartner, A. L., & Worthington, E. L. Jr. 
(2012). Can religion promote virtue?: A more stringent test of the model of relational 
spirituality and forgiveness. International Journal for the Psychology of Religion, 22, 252-
266. 

26. Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Worthington, E. L. Jr. (2012). Sanctification 
of forgiveness. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 4, 31-39.  

25. Green, J. D., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2012). Self-regulation and a meaning-based approach to 
virtues: Comments on Hampson’s Habitus. Edification, 6, 19-23.  

24. Greer, C. L., Greer, T. W., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Miller, A. J., Van Tongeren, D. R., 
Toussiant, L.,  & Exline, J. J. (2012). Religion and fairness, justice, and forgiveness in 
organizational settings. Invited chapter in P. Hill & B. Dik (Eds.) Psychology of religion and 
workplace spirituality.  

23. Hook, J. N., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Utsey, S. O., Davis, D. E., Gartner, A. L., Jennings, D. J. II., 
Van Tongeren, D. R., & Dueck, A. (2012). Does forgiveness require interpersonal 
interactions?: Individual differences in conceptualization of forgiveness. Personality and 
Individual Differences, 53, 687-692. 

22. Lavelock, C. R., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Burnette, J. L., Van Tongeren, D. R., Jennings, D. J. 
II, Greer, C. L., Lin, Y., & Ho, M. Y. (2012). Forgiveness and the psychology of peace. In 
E. L. Kovacevic and J. J. Medvjed (Eds.), Psychology of peace (pp. 1-71). Hauppage, NY: 
Nova Publishers.  

21. Van Tongeren, D. R., Welch. R. D., Davis, D. E., Green, J. D., & Worthington, E. L., Jr. 
(2012). Priming virtue: Forgiveness and justice elicit divergent moral judgments among 
religious individuals. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 7, 405-415. 

20. Van Tongeren, D. R., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook., J. N., Gartner, A. L., 
Jennings, D. J. II., Greer, C. L., & Greer, T. W. (2012). Forgiveness and religion: Update 
and current status. For M. R. Maarmi (Ed.), Mapping forgiveness (pp. 53-70). Oxford, 
England: Interdisciplinary Press.  

19. Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Gartner, A. L., Jennings, D. J. II., Greer, C. L., 
Van Tongeren, D. R., & Greer, T. W. (2012). Forgiveness and reconciliation within the 
psychology of religion and spirituality. In J. D. Aten, K. O’Grady, & E. L. Worthington, Jr. 
(Eds.). The psychology of religion and spirituality for clinicians: Using research in your 
practice. New York: Brunner-Routledge. 

18. Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Webb, J. R., Toussaint, L., Sandage, S. J., 
Gartner, A. L., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2012). Forgiveness as fruit of the spirit and fruit of 
the garden: Evidence for the physical and mental health sequelae of forgiveness. For 
Thomas Plante (Ed.). Religion, spirituality, and positive psychology: Understanding the 
psychological fruits of faith. Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger/Greenwood Publishing. 
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2011 (n = 7) 
  
17. Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Van Tongeren, D. R., Gartner, A. L., 

Jennings, D. J. II, & Emmons, R. A. (2011). Relational humility: Conceptualizing and 
measuring humility as a personality judgment. Journal of Personality Assessment, 93, 225-
234. 

16. Davis, D. E., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Hook, J. N., Gartner, A. L., Van Tongeren, D. R., 
Jennings, D. J. II., Greer, C. L., & Greer, T. W. (2011). Evil and positive psychology. In J. 
H. Hellens (Ed.), Explaining Evil: Vol 3, Approaches, Responses, Solutions (pp. 220-236). 
New York: Praeger. 

15. Jennings, D. J. II., Gartner, A. L., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Greer, C. L., 
Van Tongeren, D. R., & Greer, T. W. (2011). Punishment as a restraint of evil. In J. H. 
Hellens (Ed.), Explaining Evil: Vol 3, Approaches, Responses, Solutions (pp. 41-59). New 
York: Praeger. 

14. Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Davis, J. L., Davis, D. E., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Hook, J. 
N., Jennings, D. J. II, Gartner, A. L., Greer, C. L., & Greer, T. W. (2011). Meaning as a 
restraint of evil. In J. H. Hellens (Ed.), Explaining Evil: Vol 3, Approaches, Responses, 
Solutions (pp. 203-216). New York: Praeger. 

13. Van Tongeren, D. R. & Hook, J. N. (2011). Operant conditioning. Encyclopedia entry in T. 
Clinton & R. Hawkins (Eds.), Popular Encyclopedia of Christian Counseling (pp. 120-122).   

12. Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook., J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Gartner, A. L., 
Jennings, D. J. II., Greer, C. L., & Greer, T. W. (2011). Forgiveness and religion: Update 
and current status. In M. R. Maarmi, N. Verbin, & E. L. Worthington, Jr. (Eds.), A journey 
through forgiveness (pp.49-57).  

11. Worthington, E. L., Jr., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2011). Social influence. Encyclopedia entry in 
T. Clinton & R. Hawkins (Eds.), Popular Encyclopedia of Christian Counseling (pp.49-50). 

  
  
2010 (n = 7) 
  
10. Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Van Tongeren, D. R., Gartner, A. L., 

Jennings, D. J. II, & Norton, L. (2010). Development of the relational engagement of the 
sacred for a transgression (REST) scale. International Journal for the Psychology of 
Religion, 20, 288-302. 

9. Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Van Tongeren, D. R., Gartner, A. L., & 
Jennings, D. J. II. (2010). Relational spirituality and forgiveness: Development of the 
Spiritual Humility Scale (SHS). Journal of Psychology and Theology, 38, 91-100. 

8. Kiefer, R. P., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Myers, B. J., Kliewer, W. L., Berry, J. W., Davis, D. E., 
Miller, A. J., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hunter, J., & Kilgour, J. M. (2010). Training parents in 
forgiving and reconciling. American Journal of Family Therapy, 38, 32–49.  

7. Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2010). Combating meaninglessness: On the automatic 
defense of meaning. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 36, 1372-1384.  

6. Van Tongeren, D. R., & Klebe, K. J. (2010). Reconceptualizing prison adjustment: A 
multidimensional approach exploring female offenders’ adjustment to prison life. The 
Prison Journal, 90, 48-68. 

5. Worthington, E. L. Jr, Greer, C. L., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Gartner, A. L., Jennings, D. J., 
Norton, L. Van Tongeren, D. R., Greer, T. W., & Toussaint, L. (2010). Forgiveness and 
spirituality in organizational life: Theory, status of research, and new ideas for discovery. 
Journal of Management, Spirituality, and Religion, 7, 119-134. 
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4. Worthington, E. L. Jr., Hunter, J., Sharp, C., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., 
Miller, A. J., Gingrich, F. C., Sandage, S. J., Lao, E., Bubod, L., & Monforte, M. V. (2010). 
A psychoeducational intervention to promote forgiveness in Christians in the Philippines. 
Journal of Mental Health Counseling, 32, 75-93. 

  
  
2009 (n = 3) 
  
3. Davis, D. E., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., & 

Jennings, D. J. (2009). Relational spirituality and the development of the similarity of the 
offender’s spirituality scale. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 1, 249-262.  

2. Davis, D. E., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Hook, J. N., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2009). The 
dedication to the sacred (DS) scale: Adapting a marriage measure to study relational 
spirituality. Journal of Psychology and Theology, 37, 265-275.  

1. Green, J. D., Sedikides, C., Pinter, B., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2009). Two sides to self-
protection: Self-improvement strivings and feedback from close others eliminate mnemic 
neglect. Self and Identity, 8, 233-250. 

 
 

Revisions Under Review 
 
Ripley, J. S., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Garthe, R. C., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Reid, C. A., Van 

Tongeren, D. R. Voltmer, A., Nonterah, C. W., Cowden, R. G., Coetzer-Liversage, A. Cairo, A., 
Joynt, S., Akpalu, B. (revision under review at Journal of Child and Family Studies). Trait 
forgiveness and dyadic adjustment predict post-natal depression.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., Sanders, M., *Edwards, M., Davis, E. B., Aten, J. D., Ranter, J. M., Tsarouhis, 
A., Short, A., Cuthbert, A., Hook. J. N., & Davis, D. E. (revision under review at Psychology of 
Religion and Spirituality). Religious and spiritual struggles alter God representations.  

Witvliet, C. V. O., *Richie, F. J., Root Luna, L. M., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (revision under review at 
The Journal of Positive Psychology). Gratitude predicts hope and happiness: A two-study 
assessment of traits and states.  

 
 

Revising for Invited Resubmission 
 
Green, J. D., Sedikides, C., Van Tongeren, D. R., Behler, A. C., & Barber, J. M. (revising for invited 

resubmission to Self and Identity). Righteous anger and moral grandiosity.  
Karaga, S., Davis, D. E., McElroy, S., van Nuenen, M., Choe, E., Westbrook, C. J., Hook, J. N., Van 

Tongeren, D. R., & Griffin, B. (revising for invited resubmission to International Journal for 
the Psychology of Religion). Relational spirituality and self-forgiveness.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook. J. N., Davis, D. E., & Green, J. D. (revising for invited resubmission to 
Personality and Social Psychology Review). A unified theory of religious meaning: Cognitive, 
social, and motivational underpinnings.  
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Manuscripts Under Review 
 
Aten, J. D., Smith, W., Davis, E. B., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Shannonhouse, L., 

DeBlaere, C., Ranter, J., O'Grady, K., & Hill, P. (under review). The psychological study of 
religion and spirituality in a disaster context: A systematic review.  

Captari, L., Hook, J. N., Mosher, D. K., Boan, D., Aten, J. D., Davis, E. B., Davis, D. E., & Van 
Tongeren, D. R. (under review). Negative religious coping and burnout among national 
humanitarian aid workers following typhoon Haiyan.  

Davis, E. B., Kimball, C. N., Aten, J. D., Ranter, J., Hamilton, C., Captari, L., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., 
Van Tongeren, D. R., Cattrell, E., Cuthbert, A. D., & Chung, J. (under review). Faith in the 
wake of disaster: A longitudinal qualitative study of natural disasters and religious attachment.  

Garthe, R. C., Reid-Short, C., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Cork, B., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., & Van 
Tongeren, D. R. (under review). Supplementing vulnerability with virtue for couples 
transitioning to parenthood: Relational humility within the VSA model.  

Ho, M. Y., Fung, E. H., Worthington, Jr. E. L., Van Tongeren, D. R., Li, T., Greer, C. L., Lin, Y., & 
Lavelock, C. (under review). Pathways to intergroup forgiveness: The mediating roles of 
responsibility attribution and empathy.  

Ho, M. Y., Van Tongeren, D. R., You, J., Kean Poon, K. Y. (under review). The effect of scent on 
prosocial emotion and motivation.  

Jordan, T., Davis, D. E., DeBlaere, C., Cokely, K., Owen, J., Hook, J. N., & Van Tongeren, D. R. 
(under review). Experiences of racism and race-based trauma symptoms: The moderating effects 
of cyberracism, ethnic identity, and trait forgiveness.  

Karaga, S., Davis, D. E., McElroy, S., van Nuenen, M., Choe, E., Westbrook, C. J., Hook, J. N., Van 
Tongeren, D. R., & Griffin, B. (under review). Relational spirituality and self-forgiveness.  

Melian, K., Hook, J. N., Farrell, J. E., Mosher, D. K., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Davis, D. E. (under 
review). Exploring religious intellectual humility and spiritual humility.  

San Roman, L., Mosher, D. K., Hook, J. N., Captari, L. E., Aten, J. D., Davis, E. B., Van Tongeren, D. 
R., Davis, D. E., Heinrichsen, H., & Campbell, C. D. (under review). Religious support buffers 
negative psychological effects of mass shooting.  

Shannonhouse, L. Bialo, J., Majuta, A., Zeligman, M., Davis, D. E., McElroy, S., Aten, J., Davis, E. B., 
Van Tongeren, D. R., & Hook, J. N. (under review). Conserving resources after chronic 
disaster: Impacts of religious and meaning-focused coping on Botswana drought survivors.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., *Edwards, M., McElroy, S., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Davis, D. E., Hook, J, N., 
Reid, C. A., Garthe, R. C., Nonterah, C. W., Cowden, R. G., Osei-Tutu, A, Moodley-Govender, 
E., Zinkeng Martina, N., Komesuor, J., & Takyibea Adu, N. A. (under review). Does perceiving 
one’s partner to be virtuous promote forgiveness?  

Van Tongeren, D. R., Aten, J. D., McElroy, S. Davis, D. E., Shannonhouse, L., Davis, E. B., & Hook, 
J. N. (under review). Development and validation of a measure of spiritual fortitude.  

Zhang, H., Hook, J. N., Farrell, J. E., Mosher, D. K., Captari, L.E., Coomes, S. P., Van Tongeren, D. 
R., & Davis, D. E. (2016). Exploring Social Belonging and Meaning in Religious Groups.  

 
 

Manuscripts in Preparation 
 
*Edwards, M., & Van Tongeren, D. R. Experiences of suffering and meaning in life.  
Witvliet, C. V. O., Wade, N. G., Worthington, E. L., Jr., Root Luna, L., Van Tongeren, D. R., Berry, J. 

W., & Tsang, J. A. Apology and restitution: Four experiments of victim forgiveness, emotion, 
and physiology.  
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Conference Organization   

 
Van Tongeren, D. R., Van Cappellen, P., & Wesselmann, E. (2018, March). Psychology of Religion 

and Spirituality Preconference (at SPSP annual convention). Speakers: Dave Rand, Andrew 
Lewis, Michael McCullough, Michiel van Elk.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., Wesselmann, E., & Van Cappellen, P. (2017, January). Psychology of Religion 
and Spirituality Preconference (at SPSP annual convention). Speakers: Anneke Buffone, 
Jonathan Morgan, Crystal Park, Michael Spezio, Connie Svob, David Yaden. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., Wesselmann, E., Van Cappellen, P., Cohen, A., & Rowatt, W. (2016, January). 
Psychology of Religion and Spirituality Preconference (at SPSP annual convention). Speakers: 
Chris Bader, Zhen Cheng, Amber DeBono, Peter Hill, David Myers, Kimberly Rios, Joni Sasaki, 
Patty Van Cappellen, Aiyana Willard.  

Cohen, A., Rowatt, W., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Wesselmann, E. (2015, February). Psychology of 
Religion and Spirituality Preconference (at SPSP annual convention). Speakers: Roy 
Baumeister, Magali Clobert, Kurt Gray, Sarah Schnitker, Azim Shariff, Daryl Van Tongeren, & 
Aiyana Willard.  

 
 

Invited Talks 
 
Van Tongeren, D. R. (2013, April). The social motivation for meaning. Keynote address for the 40th 

Annual ILLOWA Undergraduate Psychology Conference, Canton, MO.  
Green, J. D., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2012, May). Morality confers meaning. Invited paper given at 

“The Gift of Desire and The Fear of Loss” Colloquium. Blackfriars Hall, University of Oxford, 
UK. 

 
 

Symposia Chaired 
 
Van Tongeren, D. R. (2017, August). Perceiving god in our minds: Advancing research on god 

representations and god attachment. A symposium presented at the meeting of the International 
Association for the Psychology of Religion, Hamar, Norway.   

Van Tongeren, D. R. (2016, August). Advancing the basic relationship science of forgiveness: 
Implications for policy and practice. A symposium presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Psychological Association, Denver, CO.   

 
 

Conference Talks 
 
*Indicates current or former undergraduate student co-author 
 
Van Tongeren, D. R., *Edwards, M. E., & Hook, J. N. (2018, March). Virtues and meaning in life. A 

talk to be presented at the meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Atlanta, 
GA.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., Aten, J. D., Davis, E. B., Davis, D. E., & Hook, J., N. (2017, August). The 
effects of disasters on views of and relationship with God. In Perceiving god in our minds: 
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Advancing research on god representations and god attachment. A symposium presented at the 
meeting of the International Association for the Psychology of Religion, Hamar, Norway.   

Van Tongeren, D. R., DeWall, C. N,. Pond, R. S., & Keller, P. S. (2017, August). A virtuous self-
regulatory function of religion. In Effects of Religion on Virtue Development: Causal Processes 
and Real-World Outcomes. Symposium presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Psychological Association, Washington, DC. 

Aten, J. D., Davis, E. B., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Shannonhouse, L., Ranter, J., 
Hwang, J., DeBlaere, C., Zeligman, M., & Yarborough, A. (2017, August). The psychology of 
religion/spirituality and disasters: A community-based participatory approach. In Surviving the 
Storm: A Neurons to Neighborhood Approach to Natural Disasters. Symposium presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, Washington, DC.  

Captari, L., Hook, J. N., Aten, J. D., Davis, E. B., Ranter, J., Davis, D. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., & 
Shannonhouse, L. (submitted). Facilitating positive attitudes toward Syrian refugees: Cultural 
humility and moral foundations. In Understanding the Struggles of Immigrants Seeking Asylum: 
How Psychologist Can Help. Symposium presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Psychological Association, Washington, DC. 

Mosher, D., San Roman, L.,  Hook, J. N., Captari, L. C., Aten, J. D., Van Tongeren, D. R.,  Davis, D. 
E., Davis, E.B., Shannonhouse, L. R.,&  DeBlaere, C. (2017, August). Religious support buffers 
psychological response to mass shooting. In J. D. Aten (Chair), The Psychology of 
Religion/Spirituality & Mass Shooting. Symposium conducted at the 125th Annual Convention 
of the American Psychological Association. Washington, D.C. 

DeBlaere, C., Zelaya, D., Davis, E.B., McElroy, S.E., Davis, D.E., Cuthbert, A., Hook, J.N., 
Shannonhouse, L.R., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Aten, J. D. (2017, August). Impact of the Orlando 
mass shooting (pulse nightclub) on spirituality, coping, and mental health. In J. D. Aten (Chair), 
The Psychology of Religion/Spirituality & Mass Shooting. Symposium conducted at the 125th 
Annual Convention of the American Psychological Association. Washington, D.C. 

Captari, L., C., Hook, J.N., Van Tongeren, D.R., Davis, D.E., Shannonhouse,  L.R., Ranter, J.M., 
Davis, E.B., DeBlaere, C., Hwang, J. & Aten, J. D. (2017, August). The roles of religion and 
cultural humility in race relations following the 2016 dallas shooting. In J. D. Aten (Chair), The 
Psychology of Religion/Spirituality & Mass Shooting. Symposium conducted at the 125th 
Annual Convention of the American Psychological Association. Washington, D.C. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., *Newbound, H., & *Johnson, E. (2016, August). Is religion a double-edged 
sword? The effects of priming religion in the wake of a values violation. In J. Grubbs (Chair), 
Religion, Sexuality, and Addiction: Disentangling Perception and Reality. Symposium 
conducted at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, Denver, CO. 

Davis, E. B., Epperson, T. D., Aten, J. D., Ranter, J. M., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. 
E., Shannonhouse, L. R., DeBlaere, C., Smith, W. R., Boan, D. M., & Cuthbert, A. D. (2016, 
August). Psychological and religious/spiritual outcomes following the 2015 South Carolina 
flood: The roles of perceived social and religious support. In J. D. Aten & E. B. Davis (Chairs), 
The psychology of religion/spirituality and disasters: Theory, research, and practice. 
Symposium conducted at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, 
Denver, CO.  

Russell, V. M., Burnette, J. L., McCullough, M. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Davis, D. E. (2016, 
August). An evolutionary perspective on forgiveness in close relationships. In D. R. Van 
Tongeren (Chair), Advancing the basic relationship science of forgiveness: Implications for 
policy and practice. Symposium conducted at the annual meeting of the American Psychological 
Association, Denver, CO.  

Cuthbert, A. D., Davis, E. B., Aten, J. D., Yarborough, C. A., Worthington, E. L., Lavelock, C., Davis, 
D. E., Hook, J. N., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2016, August). A church-based humility 
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intervention study. In M. R. McMinn & R. K. Bufford (Chairs), Positive Psychology in Christian 
Faith Communities. Symposium conducted at the Annual Convention of the American 
Psychological Association. Denver, Colorado.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., Root Luna, L. M., & Witvliet, C. V. O. (2016, May). Insufficient justification for 
exclusion prompts compensatory behavior. In E. Wesselmann and J. Wirth (Chairs), Sources of 
ostracism. Symposium conducted at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological 
Association, Chicago, CO.  

Aten, J. D., Davis, E. B., Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., & Boan, D. (2016, January). 
Earth as a school: Finding meaning, relating to God, and experiencing growth after a natural 
disaster. Invited presentation for the 2016 Institute for Research on Psychology and Spirituality. 
La Mirada, CA.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2015, August). The role of meaning primes on religious attitudes, 
behavior, and cognition. In A. T. Newton (Chair), Parsing religion’s causality: Unique insights 
from novel methods. Symposium conducted at the annual meeting of the American Psychological 
Association, Toronto, Canada.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Aten, J., & Davis, E. B. (2015, August). Ebola as an 
existential threat? Security-based concerns among extrinsically-religious individuals. In J. Aten 
(Chair), The Psychology of Religion/Spirituality and Humanitarian Crises. Symposium 
conducted at the annual meeting of the American Psychology Association, Toronto, Canada. 

Aten, J. D., Davis, E. B., Hill, P. C., Davis, D. E., Jr., Van Tongeren, D. R., Hook, J. N., Schruba, A., 
& Cuthbert, A. D. (2015, April). Religion, spirituality, and mental health in disaster contexts: A 
review of the empirical literature. In E. B. Davis & J. D. Aten (Chairs), Spiritually oriented 
disaster psychology: Theory, research, & practice. Symposium conducted at the 2015 
International Conference of the Christian Association for Psychological Studies. Denver, CO. 

 Davis, E. B., Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., Jr., Aten, J. D., Hook, J. N., & Cuthbert, A. D. (2015, 
April). The effect of disasters on God representations via meaning: A meaning-systems 
theoretical model. In E. B. Davis & J. D. Aten (Chairs), Spiritually oriented disaster psychology: 
Theory, research, & practice. Symposium conducted at the 2015 International Conference of the 
Christian Association for Psychological Studies. Denver, CO. 

Aten, J. D., Schruba, A., Davis, E. B., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Jr., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Cuthbert, 
A. D. (2015, April). Recommendations for selecting and implementing individual- and 
community-focused spiritually oriented interventions in disaster contexts . In E. B. Davis & J. D. 
Aten (Chairs), Spiritually oriented disaster psychology: Theory, research, & practice. 
Symposium conducted at the 2015 International Conference of the Christian Association for 
Psychological Studies. Denver, CO. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., (2015, February). The role of meaning in attitudes toward science and religion. 
A talk presented at the Psychology of Religion and Spirituality Preconference at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Long Beach, CA.  

Davis, E. B., Aten, J., Boan, D., Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Cuthbert, A., & 
Sanders, M. (2014, August). Using qualitative and mixed methods to advance scientific 
knowledge of relational spirituality. In E. B. Davis and T. C. Tisdale (Chairs), Using qualitative 
and mixed methods to explore relational spirituality. Symposium conducted at the meeting of the 
American Psychological Association, Washington, DC. 

Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2014, August). Humility, religion, and spirituality. 
In symposium chaired by Christine E. Agaibi & Everett L. Worthington, Religion and 
spirituality: Key components in positive psychology, character strengths, and values. A talk 
presented at the meeting of the American Psychological Association, Washington, DC. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Hulsey, T. L., Legare, C. H., Bromley, D. G., & Houtman, A. M. 
(2014, April). A meaning-based approach to humility: Relationship affirmation reduces cultural 
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worldview defense. In symposium chaired by Joshua N. Hook, Humility and 
Religion/Spirituality. A talk presented at the meeting of the Christian Association of 
Psychological Studies, Atlanta, GA. 

Woodruff, E. J., Van Tongeren, D. R., McElroy, S. E., Davis, D. E., & Hook, J. N. (2013, August). 
Humility and religion: Benefits, difficulties, and a model of religious tolerance. In C. Kim-Prieto 
(Chair), Positive psychology of religion and spirituality. Symposium conducted at the meeting of 
the American Psychological Association, Honolulu, HI. 

Worthington, E. L., Jr., Lavelock, C. R., Van Tongeren, D. R., Witvliet, C. V. O., Griffin, B. Jennings, 
D. J. II., Lin, Y., Jordan, K., & Ho, M. Y. (2013, August). Contributions of Christian 
perspectives and practices to positive psychology. In C. Kim-Prieto (Chair), Positive psychology 
of religion and spirituality. Symposium conducted at the meeting of the American Psychological 
Association, Honolulu, HI. 

Van Tongeren, D. R. (2012, May). The dark side of religious meaning: Cultural worldview defense as 
a pathway to meaning. A talk presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological 
Association, Chicago, IL. 

Van Tongeren, D. R. & Green, J. D. (2011, November). Morality as a source of meaning in life. A talk 
presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Southeastern Social Psychologists, Johnson 
City, TN.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2011, April). The meaning-serving function of morality. 
Symposium on “Positive Psychology and Religion and Spirituality.” A talk presented at the Mid-
Year Conference on Religion and Spirituality, Loyola, MD.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2010, November). The existential security model of morality: 
The desire for meaning motivates moral actions. A talk presented at the Christian Association of 
Psychological Studies, Chambersburg, PA. 

McIntosh, D.N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Raad, J. M., & Pae, J. (2010, October).  The effects of priming 
religion on intercultural tolerance and afterlife anxiety are moderated by centrality of religion 
and congruence of beliefs. A talk presented at the meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study 
of Religion, Baltimore, MD.   

Worthington, E. L., Jr., Greer, C. L., Greer, T. W., Miller, A. J., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Toussaint, L. 
(2010, August). Religion and fairness, justice, and forgiveness in organizational settings. In P. C. 
Hill and P. Dik (Chairs), Religion and fairness, justice, and forgiveness in 
organizational settings. Symposium conducted at the meeting of the American Psychological 
Association, San Diego. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2009, November). Meaning as an existential paradox: The role 
of meaning in terror management. A talk presented at the Christian Association of Psychological 
Studies, Chambersburg, PA. 

Green, J. D., Sedikides, C., Pinter, B., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2009, February). Motivated forgetting: 
The who, the when, and the why. A symposium conducted at the annual meeting of the Society 
for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL. 

»Davis, D. E., Worthington, E. L. Jr., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., & Jennings, D. J. 
(2008, November). Assessing a victim’s understanding of an offender’s spirituality: 
Development of the spiritual view of the offender scale. A talk presented at the Christian 
Association of Psychological Studies, Chambersburg, PA. 

»This paper won a 2008 CAPS-East Student Research Award 
Van Tongeren, D. R., Ives, K. E., Cullen, M. A., & Welch, R. D. (2008, April). Deciphering 

immorality: The role of forgiveness, empathy, and religion in judging morality. A talk presented 
at the annual meeting of the Rocky Mountain Psychological Association, Boise, ID. 

Pyszczysnki, T., Weise, D., Van Tongeren, D. R., Cohen, F., Solomon, S., & Greenberg, J. (2006, 
August). In Terror Management Theory perspective on the 2004 presidential election and 
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beyond. In Values, Personality, and Politics – From Bush to Katrina and Beyond. Symposium 
conducted at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, New Orleans, LA.  

Curl, L. S., Weise, D., Van Tongeren, D. R., Brouillette, M., & Gladman, T. (2006, May). A study of 
religion and Terror Management Theory: Primed to be good. A talk presented at the annual 
meeting of the Hawaii International Conference on Social Sciences, Honolulu, HI.  

»Van Tongeren, D. R. (2006, April). Predicting female offenders' adjustment to prison life. A talk 
presented at the Annual meeting of the Rocky Mountain Psychological Association, Park City, 
UT. 

»This paper won a 2006 Rocky Mountain Psychological Association Student Research Award 
 
 

Conference Poster Presentations 
 
*Indicates current or former undergraduate student co-author 
 
Kimball, C. N., Davis, E. B., Aten, J. D., Ranter, J., Captari, L., Hook, J. N., Davis, D. E., Van 

Tongeren, D. R., Cattrell, E., Cuthbert, A. D., & Hamilton, C. (2017, June). Faith in the wake of 
disaster: A qualitative study of how disasters affect adults’ religious attachment. Poster session 
presented at the 2017 International Attachment Conference, London, United Kingdom. 

*Diepholz, K., *Hibbard, R., *Edwards, M., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2017, May). The role of priming 
disaster images on meaning, religion, and god associations. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 

*Edwards, M., *Diepholz, K., *Hibbard, R., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2017, May). The role of virtuous 
acts on meaning in life. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern 
Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.  

*Hibbard, R., *Edwards, M., *Diepholz, K., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2017, May). The effects of 
priming heroes on helping intentions and meaning in life. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 

»This research won a 2017 Psi Chi Regional Research Award 
Choe, E., Davis, D.E., McElroy, S., Westbrook, C.J., van Nuenen, M., Van Tongeren, D.R., & Hook, 

J.N. (2017, May). Relational spirituality and forgiveness of offenses committed by religious 
leaders. Poster presented at the Association for Psychological Science Annual Convention, 
Boston, MA, May, 2017. 

 Davis, D., McElroy, S., Rice, K., Choe, E., Westbrook, C., Hook, J., Van Tongeren, D., DeBlaere, C., 
Hill, P., Placares, V., Worthington, E. (2016, August). Is modesty a subdomain of humility? A 
poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, Denver, CO. 

Martinson, D., Spencer, G., Aten, J., Cattrell, E., Ranter, J., Davis, E., Hook, J., Van Tongeren, D., & 
Davis, D. (2016, August). Virtues as protective factors among survivors of disasters: A 20-year 
review. Poster presented at the 124th Annual Convention of the American Psychological 
Association. Denver, Colorado.  

Perkins, A., Garthe, R.C., Ripley, J.S., Worthington, E.L., Jr., Davis, D.E., Hook, J.N., Reid, C., Van 
Tongeren, D. R., Dwiwardani, C., Ord, A., Fennell, M., & Eaves, D.  (2016, August). Relational 
humility predicts dyadic coping in the transition to parenthood.  A poster presented at the 
American Psychological Association Convention, Denver, CO.   

*Johnson, E., *Edwards, M., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2016, May). Does helping increase well-being? 
Experimental evidence for the role of virtuous behavior in meaning in life. A poster presented at 
the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 
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*Newbound, H., *Rencis, A., & Van Tongeren, D.R. (2016, May). Can generosity increase well-
being? Identifying experimental effects and possible mediators. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 

»*Rencis, A., *Hibbard, R., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2016, May). Flourishing in the wake of a 
disaster: Investigating the effects of disaster-related stimuli on meaning, well-Being, and 
religion. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, 
Chicago, IL. 

»This research won a 2016 Psi Chi Regional Research Award 
Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2016, January). Meaning and prosocial behavior. A poster 

presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Diego, 
CA. 

*Dillman, A. L., *Garwood, P., *Peterson, S., *Fann, K., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2015, May). The role 
of meaning in religious and scientific worldviews. A poster presented at the annual meeting of 
the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.  

*Garwood, P., *Hakim, S., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2015, April). Understanding religious tolerance: 
Quest religiousness and attitudes toward religious out-group members. A poster presented at the 
2015 annual meeting of the Christian Association of Psychological Studies, Denver, CO. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Cairo, A., Hulsey, T. L., Legare, C. H., Bromley, D. G., & 
Houtman, A. M. (2015, February). Meaning threats elicit negative attitude polarization 
regarding evolution. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and 
Social Psychology, Long Beach, CA. 

Ajibade, O., Hook, J. N., Utsey, S. O., Davis, D. E., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2014, August). 
Racial/ethnic identity, religious commitment, and well-being in African Americans. Poster 
presented at the American Psychological Association conference, Washington, DC. 

*Bohler, A., *Stafford, J., *Hakim, S., *Garwood, P., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2014, May). The effects 
of priming humility on defensive reactions following criticism of one’s cherished values. A poster  
presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 

*Garwood, P., *Janness, L., *Stafford, J., *Hakim, S., *Wade, L., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2014, May). 
The effects of threats to meaning on attitudes toward evolution. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL. 

»*Hakim, S., *Stafford, J., *Garwood, P., *Bohler, A., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2014, May). 
Examining the interactive effects of group status and perceived morality on personality 
judgments. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological 
Association, Chicago, IL. 

»A version of this poster won the 2014 Hope College Social Science Young Investigators Award 
*Mata, F., *Stafford, J., *Peprah, K., *Hakim, S., *Wade, L., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2014, May). 

Does meaning affirmation reduce defensiveness? The role of recalling cherished relationships. A 
poster presented at the annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, 
IL. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Hulsey, T. L., Legare, C. H., Bromley, D. G., & Houtman, A. M. 
(2014, February). Understanding and reducing tension between science and religion: The role of 
meaning in social cognitive biases and reducing defensiveness. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Austin, TX. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., Hulsey, T. L., Davis, D. E., & Hook, J. N. (2013, August). Moral 
identity and threats to meaning: Effects on worldview defense. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the American Psychological Association, Honolulu, HI.  

*Wade, L., *Hakim, S., *Stafford, J., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2013, May). Self-affirmation of 
morality: Do implicit meaning threats increase self-reported morality? A poster presented at the 
annual meeting of the Midwestern Psychological Association, Chicago, IL.  
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*Wade, L., *Hakim, S., *Stafford, J., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2013, April). Self-affirmation of 
morality: Do implicit meaning threats increase self-reported morality? A poster presented at the 
annual Celebration of Undergraduate Research, Hope College, Holland, MI.  

*Timmer, S., *Wade, L., *Hakim, S., *Stafford, J., Van Tongeren, D. R., Root Luna, L., & Witvliet, C. 
V. O. (2013, April). A study of transgressors: Aspects of restitution. A poster presented at the 
annual Celebration of Undergraduate Research, Hope College, Holland, MI.  

*Lall, P., Reid, C. A., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2013, April). Love the one you’re with: 
Rejection and trait forgiveness predict partner attraction. Poster presented at the annual Virginia 
Commonwealth University Undergraduate Research and Creativity Symposium, Richmond, VA. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., & Hulsey, T. L. (2013, January). Identity-relevant fluid 
compensation: Moral identity moderates the effect of meaning threats on moral self-
presentation. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology, New Orleans, LA. 

*Waymire, J. M., Reid, C. A., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2012, April). How mortality 
salience affects unforgiveness in interpersonal transgressions. Poster presented at the Annual 
Virginia Commonwealth University Undergraduate Research and Creativity Symposium, 
Richmond, VA. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2012, January). Forgiveness as a meaning-making mechanism: A 
longitudinal study of romantic partners. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society 
for Personality and Social Psychology, San Diego, CA. 

Reid, C. A., Davis, J. L., Finkel, E. J., Luchies, L. B., Coy, A. C., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. 
(2011, January). A longitudinal study of intrapersonal and interpersonal affective forecasting for 
hurtful behaviors by couples. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2011, January). Morality gives us meaning: Perceived moral 
standing affects subjective meaning in life. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2010, October). Experiencing the absurd and the notion of the 
absurd: Implicit and explicit threats to meaning yield differential effects on meaning in life. A 
poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society of Southeastern Social Psychologists, 
Charleston, SC. 

Green, J. D., Davis, J. L., Finkel, E., J., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Coy, A. E. (2010, August). Affective 
forecasting for cooperative and competitive behavior. A poster presented at the annual meeting 
of the American Psychological Association, San Diego, CA. 

Green, J. D., Davis, J. L., Finkel, E., J., Coy, A. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., & Reid, C. A. (2010, May). 
Affective forecasting errors for cooperation and competition. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Association for Psychological Science, Boston, MA. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., & Hulsey, T. L. (2010, April). Meaning and moral dilemmas: 
Threats to meaning elicit harsher moral judgments. A poster presented at the annual Virginia 
Commonwealth University Graduate Student Association Research Symposium, Richmond, VA. 

Green, J. D., Davis, J. L., Finkel, E., J., Coy, A. E., Van Tongeren, D. R., Kittel, J. A., & Irby, M. 
(2010, January). Affective forecasting for cooperative and competitive behavior: It feels better 
than you think to cooperate. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for 
Personality and Social Psychology, Las Vegas, NV. 

»Van Tongeren, D. R., Green, J. D., & Hulsey, T. L. (2010, January). Meaning and moral dilemmas: 
Threats to meaning elicit harsher moral judgments. A poster presented at the annual meeting of 
the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Las Vegas, NV. 

»This poster won a 2010 Society for Personality and Social Psychology Student Travel Award 
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Davis, D. E., Hook, J. N., Dorn, K., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2009, April). Adapting the cyberball 
paradigm to measure forgiveness. A poster presented at the annual Virginia Commonwealth 
University Graduate Student Association Research Symposium, Richmond, VA. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2009, April). On meaning maintenance: Evidence for fluid 
compensation following implicit threats of meaninglessness. A poster presented at the annual 
Virginia Commonwealth University Graduate Student Association Research Symposium, 
Richmond, VA. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2009, February). On meaning maintenance: Evidence for fluid 
compensation following implicit threats of meaninglessness. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL. 

»Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2008, October). The role of meaning in terror management: Is a 
meaningful death still terrifying? A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society of 
Southeastern Social Psychologists, Greenville, SC. 

»This poster was a 2008 Society for Southeastern Social Psychologists Student Research Award Runner-up 
Van Tongeren, D. R., McIntosh, D. N., Raad, J., & Pae, J. (2008, August). Religion and terror 

management: The existential effects of priming religion. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the American Psychological Association, Boston, MA. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2008, April). Deadly politics: The effects of mortality salience on 
political conservatives’ and liberals’ endorsement of moral foundations. A poster presented at 
the annual Virginia Commonwealth University Graduate Student Association Research 
Symposium, Richmond, VA. 

Worthington, E. L., Hunter, J., Sharp, C., Hook, J. N., Van Tongeren, D. R., Davis, D. E., & Miller, A. 
J. A., Gingrich, F. C., Sandage, S. J., Lao, E., Bubod, L., & Monforte, M. V. (2008, March). A 
psychoeducational intervention to promote forgiveness in Christians in the Philippines. A poster 
presented at the annual International Counseling Psychology Conference. 

Green, J. D., Sedikides, C., Pinter, B., & Van Tongeren, D. R. (2008, February). Two sides to self-
protection: Self-improvement strivings and feedback from close others attenuate mnemic neglect. 
A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
Albuquerque, NM. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2008, February). Deadly politics: The effects of mortality 
salience on political conservatives’ and liberals’ endorsement of moral foundations. A poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, 
Albuquerque, NM. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Green, J. D. (2007, October). Combating meaninglessness: Evidence of fluid 
compensation following implicit threats to meaning. A poster presented at the annual meeting of 
the Society of Southeastern Social Psychologists, Durham, NC. 

Knigge, E., Welch, R., Van Tongeren, D. R. (2007, April). The effects of conformity, justice, and 
forgiveness on moral judgment. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Rocky Mountain 
Psychological Association, Denver, CO.  

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Anson, J. M. (2007, April). Self-esteem, belief systems, and locus of control: 
An existential perspective on criminal behavior. A poster presented at the annual Virginia 
Commonwealth University Graduate Student Association Research Symposium, Richmond, VA. 

Van Tongeren, D. R., & Anson, J. M. (2007, January). Cultural belief systems, self-esteem and locus of 
control: An existential perspective on criminal behavior. A poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, TN. 

Van Tongeren, D. R. (2006, November). Defending against death: Exploring the role of religion in 
terror management. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society of Southeastern 
Social Psychologists, Knoxville, TN. 
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Van Tongeren, D. R. (2006, April). Understanding how we believe: Establishing the Belief 
Assimilation Scale. A poster presented at the Annual meeting of the Rocky Mountain 
Psychological Association, Park City, UT.  

Van Tongeren, D. R. & Parks, C. (2005, April). The effects of religious priming on death anxiety and 
intercultural tolerance. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Rocky Mountain 
Psychological Association, Phoenix, AZ. 

Van Tongeren, D. R. & Parks, C. (2004, April). Act of worship: The effect of religious singing on self-
esteem. A poster presented at the annual meeting of the Rocky Mountain Psychological 
Association, Reno, NV.  

 
 

Invited Colloquia 
 
March 2015  University of North Texas, Positive Psychology Research Group 
February 2015  Virginia Commonwealth University, Social Psychology Program 
February 2015  Virginia Commonwealth University, Positive Psychology Research Group 
March 2014  Grand Valley State University, Department of Psychology 
 
 

Teaching Experience 
 
Primary Instructor 
 
Advanced Research Methods in Social Psychology  
Introduction to Psychology  
Social Psychology 
Psychology of Meaning  
 
Teaching Fellow 
 
Quest for Meaning  
 
Lab Instructor 
 
Experimental Design and Research Methods  
 
 
 

   Additional Training 
 
June 2013  Dyadic Analysis Using Multilevel Modeling 
   Data Analysis Training Institute of Connecticut (David Kenny & Randi Garcia) 
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Additional Grant-Related Experience 
 

Virginia Commonwealth University 
 
2010 – 2012 Project Coordinator for grant to Everett L. Worthington, Jr (PI). Forgiveness and 

 Relational Spirituality. Funded by the Fetzer Institute. $350,000.    
 
2008 – 2010 Graduate research assistant for grant to Jeffrey D. Green (PI). Wisdom as Learning  
  From Life Experiences: Affective Forecasting for Benevolent and Selfish Behaviors. The  
  Arete Initiative’s Defining Wisdom project (University of Chicago), funded by the John  
  Templeton Foundation. $90,000.                                                                   
           
      
 

Professional Service 
 

APA Divisional Leadership 
 
2016-2018 APA Division 36 (Psychology of Religion and Spirituality) Program Chair/Coordinator 
 
Editorial Board 
 
2016-  Consulting Editor, Journal of Social Psychology 
 
Journal Reviewer 
 

Archive for the Psychology of Religion; Basic and Applied Social Psychology; European Journal 
of Social Psychology; Group Processes and Intergroup Relations; International Journal for the 
Psychology of Religion; International Journal of Intercultural Relations; Journal for the 
Scientific Study of Religion; Journal of Applied Social Psychology; Journal of Business Ethics; 
Journal of Experimental Psychology: Applied; Journal of Experimental Social Psychology; 
Journal of Personality; Journal of Psychology and Theology; The Journal of Positive 
Psychology; Journal of Social Psychology; Measurement and Evaluation in Counseling and 
Development; Mental Health, Religion, and Culture; Personality and Social Psychology 
Bulletin; Personal Relationships; Perspectives on Psychological Science; Political Psychology; 
Psychology of Religion and Spirituality; Religion, Brain, and Behavior; Social Influence; Social 
Neuroscience; Social Psychology Quarterly 

   
Grant Reviewer 
 

National Science Foundation 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 

 
Book Reviewer 
 

American Psychological Association (APA) Books 
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Conference Abstract Reviewer  
 

APA Annual Convention, Division 36 (Psychology of Religion and Spirituality) Program (2016) 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology Annual Convention (2015) 

 SPSP Religion and Spirituality Pre-Conference Student Poster Session (2015) 
  

Selected Media Coverage 
 
Chicago Tribune (June 25, 2015): Being humble can help your love life.  
 
Think Progress (June 23, 2015): Forgiveness, ‘Cheap Grace,’ and the Struggle for Justice in Charleston. 

http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2015/06/23/3672722/charleston-shooter-forgiveness/ 
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College-Related Service 
 

Hope College 
2015 –  Science and religion planning committee 
2013 –  Member of Human Subjects Review Board 
2014 – 2016 Klesis mentor 
2014  GLCA Quantitative Methods workshop leader 
 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
2010  Graduate Student Representative, Faculty Third Year Review Committee, VCU 
2009  Psychology Undergraduate Advising Office, VCU 
2008 – 2009 President, Society for the Advancement of Psychology, VCU 
 
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs 
2004 – 2006  Executive Committee, Psychology Graduate Student Organization, UCCS 
 
 

Memberships 
 

American Psychological Association (APA), Division 36—Psychology of Religion and Spirituality 
Association for Psychological Science (APS) 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology 
Midwestern Psychological Association 
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